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“Vis Unita Fortior.”’ 


This week we publish an account of the first 


annual general meeting of the Cape of Good Hope 
V.M.S.—a recently formed association which seems 
likely to exercise considerable influence upon the 
progress of our colleagues in South Africa. 

Under the presidency of Mr. Duncan Hutcheon 
more than one advance has already been made 
towards securing professional recognition at the 
Cape, while the projected Veterinary Surgeons 
Bill, which was initiated by the Society, will be of 
incalculable effect in this direction should it become 
law. Unfortunately it has been found impossible 
to bring the Bill before this session of the Cape 
Legislature without lessening its chance of success, 
but perhaps the unavoidable deiay, though regret- 
table in some respects, may he turned to good 
account. Meanwhile we may congratulate the Cape 
veterinarians upon their practical observance of our 
often quoted, but not always fulfilled motto. Ina 
Colony where veterinary surgeons as yet enjoy no 
legal protection they should learn to act in concert 
to obtain it, and South Africa is not the only part 
of the Empire in which this plan might he followed 
with advantage. 


There is another point in connection with the 
status of veterinary surgeons abroad which it would 
be well to recognise now, as it will become one of 
great importance in the future. At present, the idea 
Seems to be that graduates of the R.C.V.S. should 
take precedence throughout the Empire. This is 
quite right until such time as the Colonies possess 
schools the training and diplomas of which are equal 


value of his diploma, and the status of the school at 
Which it was obtained are points which may be 
settled, if need be, by an appeal to the Privy 
Council. 

All the signs of the times point to a closer union 
between Great Britain and her Colonies, and our 
profession will ultimately share in the process. Our 
members have the preference abroad at present, 
but the Colonies will look for reciprocity in the 
future. When Colonial Veterinary Schools have 
risen to the standard of our own, some of their grad- 
uates will claim the right which was conferred upon 
them in anticipation more than a quarter of a cen- 
tury ago. Some among us may dislike the idea, 
but if the change is wisely directed it may do much 
tc strengthen the influence of the profession. 

An increased number of veterinary colleges, 
scattered far apart over the Empire, the graduates 
of each being recognised by, and entitled to member- 
ship of, a single central corporate body, would 
simply be an extended application of the principle 
of Vis unita fortior. 


THe NATIONAL DEFENCE Society. 


We notice with regret that this Society has found 
it necessary to issue a leaflet, warning its subscrib- 
ers against boasting, when legally threatened, of 
their membership of a body which some of them 
seem to have described as an insurance society 
against actions at law. The Defence Society is 
nothing of the kind. It is not bound to defend any 
one of its members——it only defends cases worthy 
of defence, and should not be represented as doing 
otherwise. While regretting that this leaflet should 
have had to be issued, we hope that its warning 
will be duly regarded. 


ERYSIPELAS IN DOG. 


to ours—and that time is not yet. Some of our 
Colonies possess no veterinary schools at all. 
Schools are to be found in others, again, which | 
have not yet reached the level of our Colleges at | 
home. But sooner or later this will alter, and the 
larger and more important Colonies will be able to 
show that they possess veterinary schools compar- 
ing favourably in every respect with those in Great 

ntain. In that case they will demand recognition 
of their graduates by the R.C.V.S. for which clear 
and distinct provision was made in the Act of 1881. 

"hen a Colonial or foreign graduate possesses a 


By J. Greco, M.R.C.V.S., Belfast. 


Subject.-A small half bred pug, about seven 
years, and a very much valued household pet. The 
patient was admitted for treatment on the 30th 
ult. The head and face were swollen to an enor- 
mous extent, there was no lesion of any kind 
present, and the history did not admit of any acci- 
dent or cause that would produce the symptoms 


shown. 
I have not seen a case of erysipelas recorde 


biome of sufficient value, he is legally entitled, | 
o, Payment of a registration fee, but without 
‘mination, to be registered by the R.C.V.S., and. 
me “to all intents” one of its members. The 


| 


before in the dog, and should be pleased to hear 
from any of your correspondents on the subject. 
The swelling decreased gradually as a result of 
Iodine treatment. 
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When I saw the cow again in the beginning of 

ABSTRACTS FROM FOREIGN JOURNALS. Qetober she had been for eight in on 
iS | potatoes slowly. About eight weeks previously she 
| had recovered her activity. Only aslight dragging 
| RupTure or THE MUSCLE OF THE ACHILLES of the right hind leg could be noticed. It was 
if | TENDON IN A Cow.— By Veterinary Surgeon noticeable that the left hind leg, in spite of bearing 
& PERL. weight alone, remained quite healthy which was 
probably due to the cow lying so 


The illustration here given is 
} very like Stockfleth’s in Moller’s 
book of special surgery; in the 
latter, however, a sinking of the 
hip is noticeable, which was not 
present in my case. 

O. E. Vogel in The Veterinary 
Review shows a rupture of the 
muscle of the tendo-Achilles in 
both hind legs of a cow. There 
the cow rests in a sitting position 
on the plantar surfaces of both 
metatarsi. ‘Generally the prog- 
nosis in muscle rupture is favour- 
able.” (Fréhner, Comp. vii., 239.) 

“The more striking the bend, 
so much less the chance of re- 
covery.” ‘Moller, Spec. surgery ii., 
Anfl. S., 810. 

To me it appears the more 
E stretched the Achilles tendon, the 

greater is the chance of recovery,— 


Ex. Berliner Thierarzt Woch. 


The cow here illustrated slipped on her way to 
pasture and the cowman imagining a fracture had 
her brought back to the farm on a waggon. I was 
of opinion that there was a rupture of muscle in the 
region of the muscle of the tendo-Achilles of the 
right hind leg. <A precise diagnosis was not 
possible. 

A fresh examination made by flexing, extending 
and stretching the leg with auscultation revealed 
no fracture; at the same time palpation of the 
Achilles tendon at its point of attachment to the 
tuber culcis revealed neither rupture nor separation. 
It was moveable, but one could not call it loose or 
slack. The animal could stand up and lie down 
and could freely use the sound leg. On putting 
weight on the affected leg all the joints gave way 
and the point of the hock nearly touched the 
ground. 

The Achilles tendon being intact I hoped for 
successful treatment (at the earliest in four weeks) 
and rubbed the neighbourhood of the gastrocnemii 
with Ung. canth. acr. my object being to produce a 


strong and severe reaction. The cow was fastened? 


up in the stall. She remained lying down more 
than is usual with a healthy cow. After about 
three weeks she could stand on the injured leg, 
although evincing great flexion of the fetlock and 
pastern. It was noticed that the distance between 
tuher and femur was considerably less than in 
the normal position, and there was room for the 
supposition that the torn ends of the muscle 
were uniting. 


G. M. 


CLINICAL AND EXPERIMENTAL RESEARCHES ON 
Pernicious ANEMIA IN THE Horse (INFECTIVE 
TypHo-AN&MIA), By H. Carré and H. 
At Research Laboratory of the Alfort School. 


(Continued from p. 663.) 


Clinical Appearances.—Local enquiries, our work 
in the Research Laboratory and a review of work 
of previous writers justify us in classifying three 
types of infectious anwmia in order of rapidity o 
development :—-Acute : Sub-acute ; Chronic. 

Acute Form.—The disease commences almost 
suddenly. The animals become soft, sluggish a 
work, the least effort of traction on movement pro 
vokes breathlessness, and sometimes the animal 
falls. Appetite is lost ; food is taken slowly, and held 
for minutes in the mouth without the least effort # 
mastication. The conjunctival mucous membrane 
are injected, cedematous, yellowish with a tint 
deep red. As Lignée pointed out long xgo, “th 
infiltration is not an injection of the blood vessels 
it is as though the blood had left the vessels and 
mingled with the serosity of the body of the co” 
junctiva.” Frequently there are translucid petec)"* 
of 10 to 20 mm. in diameter, rose pink, ' 
brownish, or violet coloured, which soon disappé" 
only to appear again later. Generally there” 
neither photophobia, nor tumefaction of the eye!" 
but lachrymation is fairly frequent. 
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The temperature rises to 40 C., 40-5, sometimes 


even to 42, and usually remains elevated until the 
approach of death. Hyperthermia does not arise 
suddenly, it is progressive, and the maximum is only 
reached after two or three days. Sometimes thereare 
remissions of 24 to 48 hours, during which the 
ocular symptoms remain acute, or there may be 
thermic variations of 1-5, 2, and even 2°5 in the same 
day. 


of albumen present varies from a few centigrammes 
to several grammes. In certain patients we have 
found as much as 14 grm. to the litre ! There is no 
excess of glycogen nor of phosphates, nor does it 
contain red corpuscles nor haemoglobin, but there 
are granular and epithelial cylinders. 

Locomotory troubles are sufliciently obvious : 
in the stable the animal is restless, paws frequently, 
takes the attitude of a horse with laminitis. 
Movements are painful, accompanied by a marked 
lateral balancing ; getting up is diflicult, there is 
paresis of the hind quarters. Emaciation proceeds 


Fig. 1. At the commencement of the disease. 


The head is held rigid and immovable on the 
ueck, the nostrils’ dilated, the face reminds one of 
tetanic patients. 

Signs of enteritis with infected diarrhea appear. 

he dejecta often present a reddish tint which 
would be thought due to the presence of blood it 
Were not that the spectroscopic examination gives 
negative results. In certain cases they are clearly 
streaked with blood. 

Nothing abnormal is to be found in the respira- 
tory apparatus; but on the other hand the pulse is 


The same animal fifteen days later. 


Fig. 2. 


rapidly—a veritable dissolving of muscular tissue, 
particularly noticeable in the hind quarters and the 
iliac spines. Loss of weight is extremely rapid, in 
a few days pztients lose from a fourth to a third of 
their weight. Figs. | and 2 indicate clearly a rapid 
loss suffered by one of our patients. When the 
disease is about to terminate fatally the locomotory 
troubles are accentuated, the hind parts are com- 
pletely paratysed and there is incontinence of urine, 
which is voided drop by drop. The coat stares, 
the mane and tail come out freely. Mares in foal 


soft, fairly rapid—60 to 90, the cardiac sounds are 
loud, and the least movement of the animal pro- 
Vokes a, complete upset of the heart with intermit- 
tences. There is no very definite edema, but a 
Simple engorgement of the parts. ; 

rine is abundant, generally deep in colour, 
nearly always albuminous. The actual quantity 

We are indebted to the courtesy of Prof. E. Leclainche 
for the use of the blocks for the several illustrations and 


ne a most frequent termination of this 
form, in from 5 to 15 days, most frequently in 8 
we have a disease fyphic im 
The modifications of the blood are but se 
marked; there is no sign of anemia. ae ing, 
even in the earliest days of the discase, . — “ 
interesting indications. It is 
ed, but the blood coagulates slowly: 1 


to this Report. 


received in a shallow vessel we get very rapid 
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separation of the red corpuscles, which are of a 
brown tint and agglutinate, form small floating 
agglomerations in a high coloured plasma, fre- 
quently opalescent. Histological examination of 
the blood reveals profound modifications. 

Subacute form.—This developes all the characters 
of the acute type of the disease, more or less modi- 
fied and differentiy associated. The outstanding 
feature is the complete remissions which occur in 
the typhic symptoms. During these remissions— 
when the signs of anemia do not appear—one might 
imagine it a.complete recovery. There isa full return 
of the appetite, disappearance of the conjunctival 
symptoms, more or less complete resorption of the 
cedema, and lowering of the temperature. In 2 to3 
days, sometimes not till 5 to 6, the temperature de- 
clines to about 38 C., to remain normal for -a 
variable period. We have seen cases present ex- 
ceptional variations to 39° about, and show no 
sign of fever for weeks, and even for 8 months. 

These remissions are sometimes acccompanied 
by an almost complete return to health and per. 
mits them to be put to light work. But most fre- 
quently the amelioration, noted in the stable and 
shown by marked embonpoint, is more apparent 
than real. Analysis of the urine indicates the 
presence of albumen; examination of the conjunc- 
tiva, which is cedematous, gorged with a limpid 
serosity which gives a peculiar glassy appearance to 
the eye; as well as a trial bleeding, reveal a very 
marked anemia; the lightest work produces breath- 
lessness, tachycardia, profuse sweating, sometimes 
the collapse of the animal, totally exhausted. These 
attempts to work the animals are commonly followed 
by reappearance of grave typhic symptoms, and 
death in a few days. 

The duration of this sub-acute form is extremely 
variable. Death may supervene in a few weeks, or 
perhaps only after several months by progressive 
exhaustion, or in the course of a typhic outburst. 

Chronic form.—Characterised by extremely 
marked signs of anemia, this form is remarkably 
described by Delaford. According to this author, 
and the information given us by confréres, and by 
interested agriculturists this form may appear with- 
out being preceded by acute symptoms.® 

The affected animals become soft, sluggish, the 
appetite is indifferent and capricious, the coat is 
rough and staring, mane and tail come out easily. 
The buccal membrane is pale, yellowish: conjunc- 
tiva yellowish, infiltrated, the eye has a glassy 
look. Temperature is most often normal; there 
are occasional but infrequent febrile elevations. 
Work is difficult for the animal ; he is soon breath- 
less, sweats, and shows tachycardia, intermittences, 
venous pulse. The pulse is soft, rapid, unequal ; 
the artery is flaccid. 

Sometimes there is a passing diarrhoea. Gidema 
soon appears in the sheath, under the abdomen and 
thorax, and in the hind limbs. Progression is un- 


* It is probable that the first period of infection is 
characterised by a thermic disturbance and general symp- 
toms, but that these phenomena remain unnoticed by the 
observers. 


certain, staggering; getting up is difficult, urine 
abundant and usually album‘ ous. 

The anemia increases progressively, as shown 
by the extreme feebleness of the patient, the intease 
paleness of the mucous membranes, and gradually 
failing coloration of the blood from trial bleedings. 
The blood coagulates only ina small clot, and of 
very feeble consistence ; there is difficulty—some- 
times great—in arresting hemorrhages, whether 
accidental or surgical ; the cicatrisation of even the 
smallest wounds is extremely slow. — 4 

According as the patient is left to himself, medi- 
cally treated, or more or less fed up, the disease 
recedes for a time or advances. Amelioration is 
shown by return of the appetite and the more or 
less complete resorption of the cedema. Here 
again the improvement is scarcely more than in ap- 
pearance, and those interested make haste to get rid 
of subjects that they have succeeded in “ white- 
washing.” Most frequently, indeed in nearly all 
cases, death supervenes either in the course of a 
slight outburst of acute form or by complete exhaus- 
tion in the last stage of anemia. . 

Evolution of the disease is completed in one, two, 
three, or four months, often more. 

The three forms that we have here described may 
be found together or isolated, in the course of the 
same epidemic or in the same place. The disease 
attacks indifferently horses of allages and of differ- 
ent breeds. Fresh subjects introduced in an irfee- 
ted stable are condemned to death; in them the 
acute or subacute forms are the more frequent, and 
it is generally one of these two forms that makes its 
appearance first in localities which have hitherto 
been free from this disease. 

be continued.) 


QUALITY IN Horszes. — By F. C. Grensipe, 
New York City. (Paper read before the Veterinary 
a Association of New York County, January, 
1907. 


There is no subject upon which there seems to be 
more diversity of opinion amongst horsemen than as to 
what constitutes “ quality ” in a horse. : 

It is a term in very common use, but if you aska 
number of horsemen what they mean by it you are sure 
to get a variety of answers. One will say it means 
breeding ; another conformation ; another finish ; another 
“class”; another symmetry ; another individuality ; 
another an accentuation of all fine points ; another 
magnetism ; another refinement of lines, or perhaps 4 
combination of some or all of these attributes. Some 
say that quality is recognisable but indefinable and un- 
explainable. 

he term “quality” is an abstract one, indicating @ 
special attribute in an individual, just as being wel 
bred, well conformed and possessing finish are attri: 
butes of some individuals. hen one says that a horse 
has “quality ” one means that he has a special attribute 
which may or may not be combined with any or all of 
the others mentioned. Of course there are varying a& 
grees of “ quality,” so that the term can only be used 1? 
a comparative sense. In the light classes of horses 1t!s 
very often used synonymously with breeding. Certainly 
the more warm blooded a horse is the higher the degree 
of quality he is apt to possess ; but one may take -_ 
equally well-bred thoroughbreds and find one show!né 
evidence of the possession of a higher degree of quality 
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than the other, so that breeding and quality do not mean 
the same. Neither does quality signify the possession 
of symmetry, good conformation, finish or “class.” A 
horse may be defective in any or all of these respects, 
and still possess a high degree of “quality.” He may be 
fiddle-leaded, lop-eared, ewe-necked, sway-backed, flat- 
sided, slack-loined, cow-hocked and calf-kneed, and yet 
show mach “ quality.” 

Much confusion is caused by using the term “ quality ” 
synonymously with “class.” Horses are spoken of as 
high class, medium class, and so on, indicating the 
degree of excellence which they possess for the purpose 
for which they are best suited. Two individuals can be 
taken as an example showing eqaal “quality,” but one 
of them, on account of better conformation, more style 
and action, may be worth twice as much as the other, 
consequently he is a higher class individual, although 
the two are equal in “quality”; so that “quality” and 
“class” do not mean the same. 

If, then, “quality” does not mean breeding, or con- 
formation, or symmetry, or finish, or “ class,” or a com- 
bination of any or all of these, what does it mean? It 
isan easier matter to explain what constitutes “quality” 
than it is to give a concise and at the same time compre- 
hensive definition of what it is. It may not inaptly be 
defined as fineness in contradistinction to coarseness of 
texture. How frequently one hears a prospective pur- 
chaser say to a dealer “ He is a very nice horse, but very 
light in bone.” Thedealer replies, “ Yes, but his bone 
is of good ‘quality.’” It isa fact that the bone of some 
horses is much more dense or compact, and is, as the 
— expresses it, of better “qnality ” than that of some 
others. 

What causes this greater density in the bones of some 

individuals than in those of others? The fibres that 
form part of the tissues of an individnal of high 
“quality” are incre slender, more compact, and tongher 
than those of one of less “ quality.” One can appreciate 
this even with the naked eye, in examining the walls of 
horses’ hoofs. In a horse possessing a fairly high degree 
of “quality,” the fibres which run from the coronet 
down, in forming the basis of the wall, are most palpa- 
bly finer than in those of the wall of a coarser individ- 
nal. So with the bone ; the elements that combine to 
form it ina horse of high “quality” are finer and more 
highly organised than in those of a coarser individual. 
_ What you find in regard to quality in the bones of an 
individual you find pervading all the tissues of his 
organism. Yon donot finda horse with coarse bone and 
fine skin, or coarse skin and fine bone. If the bone is 
fine, or has “ quality ” in an individnal, the muscles, ten- 
dons, ligaments, skin, hoofs, hair and all the other 
tissues which enter into his composition are equally fine 
orare of equal “quality.” The “quality” of a horse’s 
bone may be perfect, but undue or disproportionate 
length, or other defective form, or faulty relationship 
of one bone to another may make his conformation very 
Imperfect indeed, so that it is difficult to understand 
why some horsemen think there is any relationship be- 
tween “ quality ” and conformation. 

A high degree of “quality” is apt to be associated 

with defects, or one might also state that a horse can 
ave too much quality. Size, or more correctly, sub- 
stance, is strength, other things being equal. A horse 
with a high degree of quality, may be so lacking in sub- 
stance as to impair his power for the performance of 
work or severe tests of endurance or speed. He may 
be 80 light-limbed that he cannot stand the “wear and 
tear” of hard work and remain practically sound. We 
often tind horses that are superfine with disproportion- 


ately small feet, and every experienced horseman knows 
that it is seldom that such horses do much work and 
remain sound. A horse, however, cannot have too much 

quality,” providing it is combined with sufficient sub- 
‘tance for the purpose for which he is required. A high 


degree of “quality” and sufficient substance are most 
important attributes in contributing to perfection in 
horseflesh. 

There are many everyday evidences of the ill conse- 
quences of deficient quality in horseflesh, You hear a 
horseman say that a horse has soft legs and he points 
out an individual inclined to fill about the skin of the 
fetlocks, to show windgalls which extend up to the 
sheaths of his back tendons, and whose hocks are in- 
clined to be puffy throughout. If he gets a bruise or 
injury of any kind to the skin of his legs the consequent 
swelling is apt to extend and is inclined to remain, 
Abrasions, cuts, cracks and scratches heal rather tardily, 
Concussion and direct injury to bone are very much 
inclined to result in bony enlargement, such as splints 
that spread out and have not well-defined limits, 
Standing in the stable too much, readily produces 
stocking of the legs. There is a predisposition to 
yreasy legs. Feet are inclined to be flat, large, and 
easily bruised. 


These tendencies show coarseness of tissue and low 
organisation, a meagre blood supply and inactive nutri- 
tion. Horses with “quality” also develop windgalls 
and splints, if subjected to sufficient cause, but their 
character differs from those of the coarse horses in being 
clean ent and well defined and not having the tendency 
to spread ont. A horse with quality may have a bog- 
spavin, but it will show as a well-defined prominence 
and not as a round puffiness of the hock throughout, 

Draught horsemen talk “quality” just as much or 
more than those who have to do with the light breeds, 
The difference in the “quality” of individuals of the 
dranght breeds is just as well marked as in the light 
breeds. Take, for instance, a Clydesdsle or Shire, 
either of which will have a considerable quantity of 
long hair on the back of bis legs, which is often referred 
to as“ feather.” If this hair is found to be fine and 
silky, not coarse and wiry, you will find that it is 
possessed by an individual that shows “quality” 
throughout. His skin will not be coarse and beefy, his 
legs will be finted, his bone will have a tendency to flat- 
ness, showing density of structure. The hair of his 
mane and tail will be fine like that at the back of his 
legs. The eminence and depressions formed by the 
bones of his head will be comparatively finely chiseled, 
He, in fact, shows “qnality” when compared to other 
members of the same breed that are equally well bred as 
far as possessing the characteristics of the breed, and as 
far as the stud book is an indication of breeding. This 
is a further example of the fallacy of the view that 
“quality” and breeding are the same thing.—Amervean 
Veterinary Review. 


IN 1907. * 
By R. 


About every ten years the Central Veterinary Society 
has had before it the question of glanders, and each ocea- 
sion has seen some suggestion for further remedying the 
In again introducing it I have 
no specific novelty to suggest and no scientific discovery 
to add to our knowledge. | bring the subject before 
you because | think it is a erying disgrace to the country 
th.t.a disease like this is permitted to prevail when 
to its extermination is well 


Porcn, 
evil of its prevalence. 


everything necessary 


known. 
Every one interested is agreed that vlanders should 


be stamped ont, it is well known what regulations are 
necessary. The local authorities are willing to act, the 
Central Veterinary Medical 


seting of the 
At the meeting 0 London. W.C., on Thursday, 


Society, Red Lion Square. 
April 4. 
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horse owners would be glad to see the plague suppressed. 
Veterinarians have shown how it may be done, and the 
Board of Agriculture has acknowledged that it is neces- 
as and expedient ; still no progress is made. 

has been said that now mallein is available, horse 
owners have the matter in their own hands and are 
capable of stamping it out in their own studs, and pre- 
venting the re-entry of infection. It is true the private 
owner can stamp it out at considerable cost, and may 
with some trouble test all new purchased horses so as 
to prevent the introduction of the disease. But with 
all his care no man with a stud of working horses can 
insure that infection does not reach his animals ; and 1 
know from practical experience that such infection 
does take place, no matter what precautions a person 
may take to gnard against it. It is a fact that so 
long as glanders is permitted to widely prevail all 
round us no individual can for long avcid infection and 
loss. Some collective action is necessary and only 
the State by legislation can put a stop to this pre- 
valence. 

Ido not want to bother you with figures, but the 
bare facts are so impressive that I think some reference 
to the yearly returns is necessary. 

Glanders exist practically all over England, but chiefly 
in and around London. Since 1881 the Board of Agri- 
culture returns show a loss of 46,893 horses which 
represents a money value of about £940,000. This loss 
is not decreasing. During the last last ten years the 
annual loss has heen : 


1897 1629 horses. 1902 2040 horses. 
1898 1385 1903 2499 
1899 1472 1904 2628 
1990 1858 1905 2068 
1901 2370 1906 2012 


This constant loss of about 2000 horses per annum is a 
serious matter now that horses are becoming scarcer and 
dearer. 

This number would remount the Army every year, 
and when again we require horses in a hurry for mili- 
tary work this loss of 2000 horses per annum will be 
felt. The Government have on more than one occasion 
considered the matter of remonnts for ithe Army, and 
yet they allow this wastage to proceed unchecked. With 
the advent of the motor bus and motor cabs, the same 
number of horses from these sources, which served 
them so well, will not be available. 

In 1899 the Government appointed a Departmental 
Committee to take evidence concerning glanders and 
advise. It took evidence from representatives of various 
interests and from a number of experts, and submitted 
recommendations. These recommendations are, I think. 
we all are agreed, just what are wanted, and if acted 
upon would shortly suppress the disease. 

Since that time nothing has been done by our Govern- 
ment except to make excuses for inaction. Since that 
tin:e the conntry has lost 15,000 horses, a loss which 
wonld not have occurred if the Board of Agriculture 
had acted upon the advice of those they consulted. 
Unless proper rgulations are enforced there can be 
little donbt that the conntry will continue to lose 
2000 horses a vear in the future as it has done in 
the past. 

This is not the only evil of the prevalence of glanders. 
Human beings are infected. and althongh only five or 
six per annum are returned by the Registrar General as 
dea‘hs from glanders, there is great probability that not 
less twenty persons succumb every year to this most 
loathsome and painful malady, a loss which can be pre- 
vented, and prevented only by stamping the disease ont 
in horses. That nothing is done can only be described 
as criminal negligence or profound ignorance. 

This year we expected some advance was to be made. 
The London Connty Council formed a special Veterinary 
staff whose duties were to be solely devoted to the 


eradication of scheduled diseases. The Board of Agri- 
culture issued an order enforcing compulsory notifica- 
tion by all veterinary practitioners in London. The 
daily press published statements that the Treasury in- 
tended to supply funds for carrying out a determined 
attempt tu exterminate glanders among horses. 

I would like here t» say a word or two on compulsory 
notification by veterinary surgeons in London. Whether 
the law compels us to do so I am not in a position to 
say. Our case is not analogous to the medical practi- 
tioner, as the law definitely states that he must in every 
case notify scheduled contagious disease which occurs in 
his practice, and also says he must be remunerated for 
so doing, but we are expeeted to du the same thing for 
nothing, which must be a loss to us either in time or 
money. But this in my opinion is not the worst 
feature of the case. Iam sure veterinarians would only 
be too pleased, generally, to see the scourge stamped 
cut, but I do say that if it is to be compulsory, no dis- 
tinction should be made between London practitioners 
and those just outside the boundary. It should be obli- 
gatory for all veterinary surgeons to notify. 

I think it quite probable that hardships may occur to 
practitioners more especially those in practice on the 
outskirts of London, as here a Veterinarian practising 
just outside the county may be called in withont there 
being any obligatio on him to report if it ‘be contrary 
to the client’s wishes. I consider the L.C.C. hive done 
the right thing in appointing inspectors who are debar- 
red from private practice. It has entirely done away 
with the complaint which one often heard, that it was 
invidious for an inspector to be called in to inspect the 
horses of another veterinary surgeon’s client, when he 
was in private practice in the immediate vicinity, and 
might differ in opinion. 

The L.C.C. have obtained the services of three gentle- 
men who have had experience of this disease second to 
none, and who, with the necessary and proper powers 
for eradicating glanders, will soon prove that had the 
advice tendered been acted upon, many thousands of 
pounds and valuable horses would have been saved in 
the past. So far they have obtained no additional pow- 
ers, and can just muddle along with the defective old 
Order of 1894. 

These rumours and movements made horse owners 
imagine that at last, rational measures were about to be 
enforced and they would have been pleased to co-oper- 
ate with the authorities. A qnarter of the year has pass- 
ed and Parliament has been ten weeks in session, but no 
pr_gress has been made and none seems probable. 

What we are all waiting for is an Order’ that will 
recognise Mallein, and give power to detain and test all 
in contact horses. The logical corrollary of this is the 
slaughter cf re-acters, with of course a fair and just com 
pensation to the owners. 

The Departmental Committee of 1899, recommended 
among other things (a) attention to the incontact horses 
(6) the use of Mallein and isojation or siaughter of re- 
acters, (c) payment of compensation on a higher scale for 
horses that reacted. 

These things are mutually dependent npon eacli other. 
We can only detect the disease among the in-contact by 
using Mallein. When a horse reacts to Mallein prudence 
suggests its slanghter. But slaughter of a reacter that 
presents no other sign of glanders is grossly unjust toa" 
owner, unless fair compensation is paid by the authert- 
ties. We all know that horses that show no sign of the 
disease, other than a re-action to Mallein will work for 
years, as well as healthy horses in many cases. 

These two points. re-action and compensation, are the 
ernx of the whole situation. do not think there 
be much difference of opinion among us but it may 
well to see how we view these points, and therefore, 
venture my opinion upon them. t 

What is a re-action to Mallein? The great advantage 
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we have over our predecessors for economically stamp- 
ing out glanders consists in the use of Mallein asa diaz. 
nostic agent. By its aid we can detect the latent case 
an 1 treat either by isolation or slaughter and so prevent 
the insidious spread of the disease. But Maillein is not 
perfect. It dues not always give us such a detinite re- 
action that we can draw positively reliable inferences 
from it. A large majority of cases of glanders give a 
good full reaction, aud we can safely say that the rise of 
temperature and local swelling are such as to warrant a 
positive diagnosis. 

A very large majority of healthy horses give no reac- 
tion to an injection of Mallein, but there are some un- 
healthy horses —not glandered--which give a kind of re- 
action. 

I have seen one or two cases where a reaction has tak- 
en place, and no glanderous lesions found by the ordin- 
ary post-mortem examination, but I do not think that 
this proves conclusively that the animal was not attfect- 
ed, as itis possible the lesions were very minute and 
overlooked, or the animal had only so recently become 
affected that they had not developed sufficiently to be 
observed. 

The cases which are troublesome in practice are those 
which give a partial reaction, viz. a rise of temperature 
to perhaps 103 and a swelling measuring 3 inches across. 
These cases require another injection, and there is often 
the same temperature and less swelling, so we still re- 
main in doubt. 

‘ben there are those cases in which some other disease 

exists as influenza, pneumonia or pleurisy. Here the 
temperature is over 104, and we can only make use of the 
local swelling to guide us. In cases of purpura it is still 
worse, because we have a high temperature and a loca) 
swelling is generally well marked. If we accepted this 
on the 24th hour atter injection as significant we should 
be wrong, but if we wait another 24 hours the large swel- 
ling has almost disappeared. ‘There are also cases in 
which a horse is really glandered but an injection ol 
Mallein may be followed by well marked local swelling 
and hardly any rise of temperature, or it may be the con 
verse—a full riseof temperature and no, or but little local 
swelling. There is still one more irregular action ol 
Mallein, viz. when the temperature rise is significant at 
the end of 24 hours but there is no local swelling accom- 
panying it. In 48 hours after the injection swelling 
commences and in a few hours measures 5 inches across. 
I have seen it delayed until the third day. I can offer 
no suggestion of the cause of this delay, but I believe 
such reaction to be indicative of glanders. 
_ Although the size of the swelling is very significant, 
its increase after 24 hours is mure so, and is, | think, 
the most indicative sign of infection that the swelling 
presents. 

With reference to the local swelling, I think the char- 
acter has more diagnostic value than the actual size. 
The typical swelling is detined, standing up prominently 
from the surrounding tissues, the animal nearly always 
€vincing considerable pain, often shown even on ap- 
proaching him. ‘here is frequently a swelling with a 
vertical measurement varying from 4 to 8 inches but on- 
ly an inch to two inches in width, not tense or painful. 
This kind of swelling I do not consider to be the swel- 
ling indicating that the animal is sutiering frow glanders. 

n fact the vertical measurement is deceptive and use- 
ess, So far as size goes the horizontal measurement Is 
the only one really significant. ; 

tis rather remarkable that the amount of re-action 
shown by an injection of mallein bears no regular pro- 
scenes to the age or extent of the disease existing In a 


My experience is, perhaps, that we have a greater re-| 


action in the horse not long infected than in one where 
the latent disease is of long standing. ‘Ihe occurrence 


of doubtful reactions to mallein suggests a possibility ot | 


| 


difference of opinion concerning the condition of the 
horse, if the Buard of Agriculture treat “ re-acters ” as 
diseased animals and insist upon slaughter, 

The final decision on the state ot the horse must rest 
upon the lesions shown by post-mortem examination. 
lt distinct glanderous nodules are found in the lungs 
there can be no argument, but there may be found 
uodules due to parasiuc invasion and when there are 
very few they may become a source of difference of 
vpivion, I think tur purposes of compensation no borse 
should be considered glandered unless visible nodules 
are found on post-mortem examination. ‘Lhe owners of 
uorses should be protected against the errors of Luspec- 
tors and the probability of error by mallein. If the law 
provides full value tor horses not tound to be glandercd 
the absence of visible lesions should be accepted as 
proof that the disease does not exist. In case ot nodules 
which one side believes are glanders and the other cun- 
siders are parasitic there should be an appeal to a 
bacteriologist. 

One of the most common suspicious symptoms of 
glanders for which mallein is used to help diagnosis isa 
“thick” leg, and | think | may say that it has saved 
many a horse from the * poll axe.” 

The ditference between a swollen leg due to farcy, to 
epizootic lymphangitis, or to ulcerative lymphangius is 
sometimes none too clear, and an injection of mailein is 
invaluable in helping to a diagnosis. 

‘Tne use of maltiein by horse owners and non-profes- 
siunal men is not uncommon and may facilitate the 
sale of infected apparently healthy horses, 1 don’t 
know how it can be stopped, but now that M.R.C.V.S. 
in London are required w uotity the disease of glanders, 
there is strong reason for not allowing it to be used 
except under veterinary supervision. 

COMPENSATION, 

It has been said that the veterinary surgeon in 
discussing glanders and its prevention should con- 
fine himselt to the scientific side of the disease and 
leave the subject of compensation to the horse owner 
and authorities. I think this view is errone. us, because 
the regulations necessary to control the disease are so 
dependent upon the payment of compeusation that we 
cannot discuss them apart, and although we are scienti- 
tie experts we must also look at it trom a business 
point of view. Compulsory slaughter of diseased 
animals is enacted for the suppression of glan¢ers, as it 
was for s.ampivg out pleurv-pneumonia and cattle 
plague, and compulsory slaughter is unjust except when 
accouupanied by compensation. 

The whole history of the law concerning disease of 
animals in this couutry shows that a tair and liberal 
compensation has always won the co-operation of the 
owners of diseased animals, and that early noutication 
is attracted by it and the loss entailed wet with more 
resiguation, 

lu London the carcase value of a horse slaughtered 
for glauders is £2, and the result is many are never 
notitied. ‘This inadequate compensation was allowed by 
the Board of Agriculture owing to the representations of 
the Loudon County Council, avd these 1epresentations 
were based upon the error that all visible cases of 
disease are incurable. Now we all kuow that, just as 
wany “re-acters” may not fora very loug time, or never, 
show any visible symptoms of the disease, so a certain 
proportion of mild cases of farcy used to recover and 
work tor years. 

1 would here like to quote from a special report by 
Dr. Rutherford, Veterinary-Director-General, Depart- 
went of Agricultare, Cauada, Te con.pensation :— He 


says “1 need scarcely say that this would have been 
absulutely impracticable without provision for the pay- 
ment of liberal compensation for the slaughter of 
diseased animals has always, and in all countues, been 
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oue of great difficulty, and the disinclination of those in 
authority to assume the financial outlay involved has 
been one of the chief obstacles encountered hy veteri- 
nary sanitarians engaged in dealing with animal 
plagues. 

hen, however, the situation was clearly laid before 
you, you did not hesitate to ask Parliament for the 
needed authority, and the no less necessary finds, with 
the result that in September, 1904, we were enabled to 
begin the slaughter of re-acters and to pay for them at 
a reasonable, and when their intrinsic value is considered, 
a most liberal rate. 

From September, 1904, to March, 1905, compensation 
was paid for non-clinical cases only, but it was soon seen 
that in order to avoid friction as well as to secure 
prompt notification of outbreaks, it would be necessary 
to pay for all animals slaughtered, whether visibly 
affected or not.” 

The £40 horse with one farcy bud on his neck or leg 
is frequently a curable case, and its compulsory slaugh- 
ter should be compevsated by more than carcase value. 

That the London County Council is irregular in its 
action is shown by the fact that nearly every other loca! 
authority pays compensation, as permitted by the Board 
of Agriculture, on a basis of quarter valne of the 
diseased horse. If the L.C.C. would pay as other 
local authorities do, we should have be'ter notification 
of the disease in London, and consequently greater limi- 
tation of the existence and spread of glanders. 

The Canadian Government tried small compensation 
but have given it up, and now pay one-third value for 
all cases slaughtered. They find that this increased 
compensation has resulted in freer notificaticn and the 
discovery of disease in districts where it was not known 
to exist. 

If ever the Board of Agriculture issues a new Order 
such as was suggested by the Departmental Committee 
of 1899, giving power to detain in-contact horses, to use 
mallein and to slaughter upon its results, higher com- 
pensation must be paid. 

No horse owners will submit to have re-acters com- 
pulsorily slaughtered for a payment of one-fourth their 


valve. No authority would endeavour to enforce such | _ 


an unjust law, if they knew the facts. 

lt would be unfair to the owners and short sighted of 
the Authorities, because it would lead to evasion on a 
large scale and thus to a wide distribution of the 
disease. We must remember that every diseased horse 
sold is afresh centre of infection. 

The more intelligent borse-owners of London have 
invited a stricter law and the official use of mallein, 
but they have also demanded compensation on the basis 
of three-quarter value of horses slaughtered. 

I think this rate of payment would only be fair, and 
I believe that the willing help which would be given 
by the horse-owners would make the higher compensa- 
tion economical by shortening the period of the existence 
of the disease. But as a compromise I would welcome 
a stricter law with compensation on the basis of half 
the value of the horse. 

A few months back it was stated in the daily papers 
that the Treasury was about to grant a sum of £25,000 
for the payment of compensation in glanders. In the 
last report of the Board of Agriculture it was stated 
that the Board required a new Glanders Order on the 
lines recommended by the Departmental Committee of 
1899, but they could not move till the Treasury gave the 
money. Now it is rumoured that the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer declines to pay. It is difticult to understand 
this decision. 

During the previous two years we accepted the excuse 
that the Treasury had no money to spare. This year 
there is money enough to give the comparatively small 
sumof £25,000 especially for a purpose which would be 
rapidly and certainly remunerative. To save an annual 


loss of 2000 horses the money would be well spent and 
to save the annual loss of human lives, one would 
imagine that even double the sum might well be 
afforded. 

The person responsible for this misplaced parsimony 
can have no knowledge of horses ; he must be ignorant 
of the fact that human Ilfe is implicated, and he surely 
never heard of the inefficiency caused in our Afganistan, 
Egyptian, and South African Wars through the preva- 
lence of glanders. It is pitiable to see year after year 
pass without an attempt to accept the advice of those 
who know.  Horse-owners and veterinary surgeons 
should appeal to their Members of Parliament to press 
upon the Treasury the waste of horseflesh and loss of 
human life which result year after year from neglect to 
use effective measures against glanders. 

It may be argued that the Treasury should not pay— 
that local authorities should provide against the disease 
in their districts and pay the costs thereof. This argu- 
mentoverlooks the fact that disease is not merely athing 
of districts, it affects the whole country. 

The ratepayers in large towns, whilst they confess that 
glanders prevails chiefly in towns, claim that the ex- 
pense of stamping out disease shonld be fairly apportion- 
ed. Large towns have no swine-fever, but they have to 
pay a share of its cost out of all proportion to their 


direct interest. London does more to control glanders 


than any other town, but without money its task is hope- 
less. For the saving of horse property, for the protect- 
ion of human life, both of which are national interests, 
the paltry sum of £20,000 is asked from the Treasury— 
and is refused. 

From the following it will be seen that the compensa- 
tion paid for other scheduled contagious diseases is 
out of all proportion to that paid in glanders, viz: 


Cattle Plague.—-Diseased, half value up to £20. 
In-contact, full value up to £40. 
Pleuro Pneumonia.— Diseased, } value up to £30. 
In-contact, full value up to £40. 
Foot and Mouth Disease.—Full value. 
Swine Fever.—Diseased, half value. 
In-contact, full value. 


CAPE OF GOOD HOPE 
VETERINARY MEDICAL SOCIETY. 


The first annual general meeting was held at the 
Offices of the Chief Veterinary Surgeon, Cape Town, 
on Thursday, March 21st, 1907, at 4 p.m. Present:— 
Messrs. D. Hutcheon, President; J. D. Borthwick, Vice 
President ; J. W. Crowhurst, Hon. Sec. and Treasurer ; 
J. Forrest, C. Goundry. 

The Hon. Sec then presented the report of the 
Council which was adopted. 


REPORT OF THE COUNCIL FOR 1906. 


Your Council beg to lay before you their report since 
the inception of the Society. ; 

There were four General Meetings and three Council 
Meetings held. 

On two occasions Council Meetings were convened 
but had to be abandoned thiough lack of quorum. |. 

On the 14th September, 1905, a deputation consisting 
of Veterinary Surgeons Crowhurst, Forrest, Paine an 
Robertson waited upon the Chief Veterinary Surgeon ° 
Cape Colony (Mr. D. Hutcheon, M.R.C.V.S.) suggesting 
the formation of a Veterinary Medical Association. As 
the outcome of that deputation a circular letter wes ad- 
dressed to all members of the Royal College of V eterin- 
ary Surgeons residing in the Colony asking for their : 
operation, to which 23 replied expressing themselves 
favour of the movement, and one declined (this ge” 
man left the Colony soon after.) 
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A meeting was then called (1st November, 1905) when 

a rough draft of rules and regulations were drawn wp 
which have since been amended. It was decided to in- 
troduce before Parliament a Bill with a view to protect- 
ing the general public against those who were not in 
possession of any diploma or other document to show 
that they were qualitied to carry on the art and science 
of veterinary surgery and medicine. 
_ A copy of this amended Bill bas been sent to every 
M.R.C.V.S. in Cape Colony. Copies have also been sent 
tothe Transvaal Veterinary Medical Council, and the 
Natal Veterinary Medical Council, likewise to the Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons, England, who have been 
yood enough to give the same their earnest consideration 
and have expressed their approval of the general princi- 
ples of the Bill with certain modifications as to details 
which will be laid before the members of the Society. 

A copy of the Bill was also brought to the notice of 
three members of the Cabinet (the remainder being away 
from Cape Town), who likewise saw its advantages, and 
expressed the general approval of its provisions. 

e have consulted ai van Zyl and Buissinne, 
Attorneys at Law, who went through the Draft Bill in 
its initial stages and who now ask whether the Society 
wish to retain their services, and offer to pioneer the 
Bill through Parliament for a nominal fee in return for 
the great assistance they have received from the mem- 
bers of the veterinary staff of the Agricultural Depart- 
ment. 

Your Council deeply regret that among other reasons 
for the Bill not being ready for presentation to the forth- 
coming Parliament is the time necessarily absorbed in 
communicating allfsuggested amendments and alterations 
to every individual member of the Society throughout 
the Colony. In some cases a further delay is incurred by 
those members not replying by return, due in ost cases 
to their duties having called them away from their head- 
quarters. Further we are instructed that the Bill should 
have been published three times at intervals of not less 
than one week, the last notice appearing not later than 
the 28th of last month. 

Your Council after due and mature consideration de- 
cided that it would be most unwise to press the Bill this 
session in its present unfinished state and thus jeopardise 
the chance of it being made law. 

Among other matters which have been brought before 
your Council are :— 

\. The question of the South African Jockey Club ac- 
cepting age certificates from other than members of 
of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. 

The South African Jockey Club asked fora list of 
the members of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons and their addresses for publication in the 
Racing Calendar for the information of racehorse 
owners and others interested. 

aymen signing certificates of health for animals 
to leave the Colony. 

Throngh representations made tu the ‘Transvaal 
Government this practice was stopped. ; 

Laymen using the letters MRCVS after their 
name. 

Your Council are carefully watching this, and on 
one occasion the attention of the police was drawn 
to a layman in a Police Court case openly stating in 
evidence that he was entitled to do so. 

The advisability of employing veterinary surgeons | 
when available to sign certificates fur the removal of 
sheep and goats out of the Colony. 

_Your Council were unable to take any steps in that 
direction. 

The advisability of veterinary surgeons conducting 
€ examination of meat for human consumption. 

A member of the Council was deputed to watch 
the interest of the veterinary profession at the re-) 
cent meeting on Public Abattoirs. 


THE VETERINARY RECORD 


The Honorary Treasurer will submit an audited bal- 
ance sheet which under the circumstances we think is 
satisfactory. 

So far as could be ascertained there were 26 members 
of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons in the Cape 
Colony in 1906, of which 18 have joined the Society u 
to the present. It is to be hoped that this number. will 
be augmented during the ensuing year. 

Your Committee regret the loss of our first’ Honorary 
Secretary, William Robertson, on his transference to 
Grahamstown, but have found a good substitute in Mr. 
J. W. Crowhurst who kindly stepped into the breach at 
very short notice. 

Through the vacancy caused by Mr. Crowhurst taking 
over the Honorary Secretaryship, Mr. J. D. Borthwick 
kindly consented to act as Vice-President. 

Your Couueil deeply regret to announce the death of 
Mr. J. F. Soga at East London, who was one of the orig- 
inal members and took a great interest in the affairs of 
the Society. D. Hurcnnon, President. 


Arising out of the report a discussion arose re the 
desirability of veterinary surgeons controlling the ex- 
amination of meat for human consumption, It was 
decided to refer the question to the next Council meet- 
ing for the investigation of Acts, ete., dealing with the 
subject and also the inspection of dairies. 

The Hon. Sec. then read a letter, dated 5th Feb., 
1907, from Messrs. Van Zyl and Buissinne, Attorneys at 
Law, in which they explained that the cost of the neces- 
sary advertising the proposed Veterinary Surgeons Bill 
in the public press would be anything between £30 and 
£50, according to the length of the Bill. This firm 
offered to assist in furthering the passage of the Bill 
through Parliament for a nominal fee, for the reason that 
the Veterinary Staff of the Agricultural Department had 
rendered the members of their firm good assistance in 
the past. 

The Hon. Sec. was directed to reply that the Society 
would be only too pleased to avail themselves of their 
kind offer, and to explain that the Bill had been delayed 
owing to it having been found necessary to introduce 
certain amendments. 

The Hon. Sc. then read two letters from the Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons, dated respectively the 
25th and 26th Janary, 1907, suggesting certain altera- 
tionsand amendments in the Veterinary Surgeons Bill. 

Proposed by Mr. Crowhurst, seconded by Mr. Forrest, 
that these two letters be suitably acknowledged, and that 
they and the draft Bill be referred to Messis. Van Zy] 
and Buissinne. 

The Hon. TREASURER then submitted the audited 
balance sheet which, on the proposition of Mr. Forrest, 
seconded by Mr. Borthwick, was adopted. 


Receipts. 
1906. By 18 Subscriptions at £5 5s. 9410 O 
Interest ll 0 
9 1 0 

Expenditure. £ s. d. 

To Telegram 1 6 

Typing 711 1 

Postage 119 8 

Stationery 29 2 
Circulars 1 8 6 WOT 
Cash in hand 2 8 
Balance in Bank 81 8 5 
95 1 O 


Audited and found correct : 
(Signed) G. ALING, 


March 13, 1907. F. pu PLxssis. 


- Griqualand East, b2 approached with a view to his join- 
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ELECTION OF OFFICERS. 


The PreEsIpENT then declared the result of the voting 
for the election of officers for the current year as 
follows :— 

President.— Mr. D. HutTcHEoN. 

Vice-President.—Mr. J. D. BorTHWICK. 

Hon. Sec. & Treas.—Mr. J. W. CROWHURST. 

Committee.— Messrs. J. Buck, R. Patne. E. J. Wap- 

LEY, R. W. Drxon, J. Forrest, W. ROBERTSON. 

In connection with the above, Mr. J. Buck wrote 
under date 15th February, 1907, expressing a wish that 
some other member be elected on the Committee in his 
place owing to his inability to attend meetings, bnt 
expressing his entire sympathy with the objects of 
the Society, accompanied with a promise of continued 
tinancial support. 

The Hon. Sec. was instructed to reply thanking Mr. 
Buck for his valuable interest and financial support 
and to further ascertain his views on the subject of 
the contents of the letter. 

Auditors.—Mr. Borthwick then proposed, and Mr. 
Goundry seconded, that Messrs. Forrest and RoBINson 
be elected for the ensuing year. Carried unanimously. 

The Hon. Sec. then read a letter from Mr. Paine pro- 
posing that Mr. C. H. Strachan, of upper Umzimkulu, 


ing. the Society. 
he Hon. Sec. was instructed to write to Mr. Strachan 
on his return from England. 

Mr. Gounpkry proposed, and Mr. BorTHWICK seconded 
the following alteration in Rule No. 11 :— 


“No. 11. There shall be at least one annual general 
meeting of which each member shall receive not les 
than four weeks notice.” To read in future as follows: 

“No. 11. There shall be at least one annual general 
meeting of which each member shall receive not less 
than two weeks notice.” Carried. 

Proposed by Mr. Hutcheon, seconded by Mr. Crow. 
hurst, that—Copies of (1) The minutes, (2) Council’ 
report, 1906, (3) Audited balance sheet be typewritter 
and duplicated instead of being printed (see Rule No. §) 
and that copies be sent to every member of the Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons in the Cape Colony 
whether a member of the Society or otherwise. 

The CHAIRMAN stated that the thanks of the Society 
were due to the Hon. Secretary and Treasurer for the 
energy and enterprise he had shown in carrying out his 
duties. 

The meeting then adjourned. 


The Victoria University of Manchester. 
EXAMINATION Resutts, March, 1907. 


Diploma in Veterinary State Medicine.-—J. W. Brittle: 
bank, M.R.C.V.S.; Alexander Douglas, F.R.C.VS 


COMPARATIVE SUMMARY OF RETURNS— 
Parasitic MANGE, IN IRELAND. 
1907 1906 1905 — 1904 


Outbreaks in March 9 10 19 18 
Three months 33 27 60 60 


DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 to 1903. SUMMARY OF RETURNS. 


— 


Foot- -Glanders Rabies. 
Anthrax. | and-Mouth | (including Cases [Sheep] swine Fever 
Period. Disease. Farcy) Confirmed. | Scab. 
Out-, Ani- | Out- | Ani- | Out- | Ani- Out-{ Out- | Slaugh- 
foreake| mals. freaks mals. mals. Dogs. omen breaks} breaks. | tered 
Gr. BRITAIN. Week ended April 13} 24 Ww 44] 8] | 292 
1906 19 | 21 19-36 | 4 2% 
torresponding week in | 1903 -- | 21 30 29s 83 13 
1904 .. | 16 24 868 13 32229 
Total for 15 weeks, 1907 .. | 301-410 | 260 618 sso | | 2982 
1906... | 295 421 826 620 259 | 262 1332 
Corresponding period in {1905 .. | 317 452 347 647 581 186 
1904 .. | 306 420 432 820 973 377 2209 


Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, April 16. 1907. 


| 
IRELAND. Weekended April6 | .. |_-- | 3 | = 
1906 4 
Corresponding Week in 1905 1 9 3 4 
1904 1 1 12 5 Y 
Total for 14 weeks, 1907 | 134 41 
{iss 2 2 7 .. | 119 9 
Corresponding period in 1905 2 9 24 én -. | 188 23 : 
1904 2 2 3 18 .. | .. | 807 56 (689 


Department of Agriculture and Technical Instruction for Ireland, (Veterinary Branch), Dublin, April 11, 1907. 


Noig.— The figures for the Corrent Year are approximate only. 


* As Diseased or Exposed to Infect" 
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REVIEW. 


Text Book oF CoMPARATIVE GENERAL PaTHOoLocy, 


For Practitioners and Students of Veterinary Medi- 
cine.—By Prof. Dr. Ta. Kirt, of Munich. Authorised 
Translation by De. Wrettam W. Cappury, Assistant 
Demonstrator of Pathology in the University of Penn- 
sylvania. E lited, with Notes and additional Tllustra- 
tions, by Dr. ALLEN J. SmitH, Professor of Pathology 
in the University of Pennsylvania. Pp. xv. + 472. 
Four coloured plates and 131 illustrations : Royal 8vo., 
253. nett. Bailliére, Tindall and Cox, 1906. 


Teachers, students, and practitioners alike have long 


felt the need of a comprehensive text book on Patholo- 
gy, treated from a veter nary point of view. In 1904, 


Prof. Kitt effectively filled this gap in our literature, 


and Drs. Cadbury and Smith have recently rendered his 


work accessible to English readers. 

The volume may be recommended to both students 
and practitioners as s really excellent treatise upon gen- 
eral (NOT special) pathology. Special pathology is dealt 
with by the same author in another work, which has not 
yet been translated. Another of the limitations of the 
present volume is the exclusion of methods of histologi- 
cal and bacteriological technique. Possibly this may, in 
some degree, restrict its usefulness to the student, but 
can hardly do so to the practitioner, who requires a 
theoretical exposition of modern pathology rather than 
a laboratory manual. So far, text books on pathology 
in our language have dealt with the subject from the 
standpoint of hnman medicine, and necessarily, there- 
fore, only partially met the requirements of the veterin- 
arian. Prof. Kitt’s book is free from this objection, and 
in addition to its undeniable value to the student, can- 
not fail to materially assist any practitioner who desires 
a correct understanding of the science upon which so 
much of his daily practice is based. 

On the whole, the translatioa may be described as 
welldone. It is trne that an attempt has been made to 
follow the origiral German as closely as possible, and 
the English version, in consequence, is somewhat cum- 
brous and awkward at times—but the meaning is always 
clear, and this, in a scientific treatise, is of far more im- 
portance than any literary finish. The editorial 1.otes in 
brackets occasionally form useful additions to the orig- 
inal matter. The plates and illustrations are excellent, 
and remarkably few misprints are to be found 


Speedy Steeplechasers. 


[f anyone doubts the superiority of the thoroughbred 
orse of to-day over his predecessors of a generation or 
two ago, the records of the Grand National ought to 
remove his scepticism. Nearly seventy years ago—in 
1838—this race was won by Lottery, a wonderful horse 
in his day, in 7sec. under 15min. Nearly 13min. was the 
average time until 1844, when Cnreall won in 10min. 
47sec, In the sixties and seventies there was a marked 
lmprovement in speed, although the average duration of 
the race was about 11min. ; up to 1890 the time never 
fell below 10min., and often exceeded 11min. ; but since 
that vear the time has seldom been outside 10min. In 
1893 Cloister simoly romped in, winning by forty lengths 
Ma canter in 9min. 42 2-5sec., althongh he carried the 
*xtraordinary weight of 12st. 7lb. ; and six years later 
Manifesto equalled Cloister’s record by carrying 12$st. to 
‘ctory. Thus, within fifty-five years the duration of 
this race was reduced by well over Smin. ; so that Clois- 
ter ought to have been able togive a start of a mile and 


ae have beaten Lottery over the Grand N ational 


A "Dangerous" Dog. 


_ This was a case stated by the Justices of Swansea, sit- 
ting at the Town Hall, Swansea, ov October 6, 1906, 
on a com aint by the appellant, Mary Williams, the 
wife of William Williams, of the parish of Cockett, for 
that on September 10, 1906, at the parish of Cockett a 
certain dangerous dog of which the respondent, David 
Richards, of the parish of Cockett, farmer, was the 
owner was not kept under proper control, and she asked 
that an order should be made that the dog be kept by 
the respondent under proper control or destroyed under 
the provisions of the Dogs Act, 1871. Upon the hear- 
ing of - complaint the following facts were proved or 
admitted :—- 
: Alfred Aleock was called, and, on being sworn, stated: 
I am a gamekeeper in the employ of Mr. Graham 
Vivian at Clyne Castle. I know the dog of Divid 
Richards (the respondent). I have seen that dog kill 
sheep. I saw it on April 26 last on the Clyne est ste, 
and it then killed some lambs.” At this stage of the 
proceedings the solicitor for the respondent intimated 
that (without admitting that the dog in question had 
killed or attacked sheep) he took the objection that, if 
the appellant could only produce evidence to show that 
the respondent’s dog had killed or attacked sheep, such 
evidence would not be sufficient to support the complaint; 
and he submitted that to prove that the dog was danger- 
ous evidence should be given to show that it was danger 
ous to mankind. The solicitor for the appellant admit- 
ted that he could not give evidence to show that the 
dog was dangerous to mankind, but said he could prove 
by witnesses who were in attendance that the dog in 
question had on other days than that spoken to by the 
witness Alcock attacked and worried sheep; and he 
submitted that such evidence was sufficient to support 
the complaint. He formally tendered these witnesses 
to give evidence, but they were not heard. No judicial 
decision or authority was tendered or referred to br 
either-of the solicitors in support of the contentions 
put forward by them respectively, The justices were 
of opinion that in order to support the complaint some 
evidence should be given to show that the dog was 
dangerous to mankind ; and they referred to the case of 
“Osborn v. Chocqneel” (1896, 2 K.B., 109), where it 
was held that in order to support an action for damages 
for the bite of a dog it was necessary to show that the 
dog had a ferocions disposition towards mankind, and 
that it was not snfficient to show that it had to the 
defendant’s knowledge attacked and bitten a goat. 
They also referred to the Dogs Act, 1906, section 1 (4) 
(which came into operation on Jannary 1, 1907), by 
which provision is made to meet such a case as the 
present one by enacting that where a dog is proved to 
have injured cattle or chased sheep it may be dealt with 
under Section 2 of the Dogs Act, 1871, as a dangerous 
dog. The justices thereupon decided, as no evidence 
was adduced to show that the dog was dangerous to 
mankind, to dismiss the summons ; and they did so, 
and directed the appellant to pay to the respondent the 
sum of £1 16s. 4d. for costs. The qnestion for the 
opinion of the Court was whether npon the above state- 
ment of facts the justices came toa correct determination 
in point of law, and, if not, what should be. done in the 
premises, ion 2 of the Dogs Act, 1871, is as follows ; 


Section 2 Dogs Ac 
“Any Court of summary jurisdiction may take cogniz- 
log is dangerous, and not 


ance of a complaint that a « da 
kept under proper control, and if it appears to = 
Court having cognizance of such complaint that such 
dog is dangerous, the Court may make an grt “Ss 
summary way, directing the dog to be kept by the 
owner under proper control or destroyed 
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Mr. E.G. Jellicoe was for the appellant ; Mr. Lewis 
M. Richards for the respondent. 

The Lord Chief Justice, in giving judgment, said that 
the magistrates stopped the case by holding that no evi- 
dence short of the animal being dangerous to man would 
enable them to entertain a case under the section ; but 
in view of the fact that previous legislation—namely. 
the statute 28 and 29 Vict., c. 60, section 1, had shown 
that people’s property in the shape of animals was to be 
protected from injury by dogs, he could see no reason 
why “dangerous” in section 2 of the Dogs Act, 1871, 
should be confined to meaning “ dangerous to man.” 
He expressed no opinion as to what the magistrates ought 
to do, but the evidence tendered was admissible, and the 
case ought to be dealt with on the merits. It was not 
necessary to consider what was the meaning of section 
1 @) of the Dogs Act, 1906. 

he other learned Judges ayreed, and the appeal was 
accordingly allowed— 7? mes. 


The Cow and the Bicycle Pump. 


An interesting lecture on dairy management was 
given in the Board Room of the Colchester Corn Ex- 
nt by Mr. Gerald Strutt (son of the Hon. Edward 

tritt). 

Mr. Strutt gave some details of his experiences at 
Lord Rayleigh’s Dairy Farm, Witham, and he illustrated 
his lecture with the tabulated results of the milk pro- 
duced by two typical cows—“‘ Toy” and “ Willing ”— 
and the comp :rative cost of maintenance, etc. Whereas 
one of these cows gave during twelve months 1,036 gal- 
lons of milk at 8d., equalling £34 10s., the other yielded 
only 598 gallons, equalling £19 18s. 8d.; and as each 
cow cost £19 10s. to keep, the profit in the first case 
was £15 0s. 8d., and in the other 8s. 8d. He recom- 
mended great care in the selection of vigorous bulls in 
order to improve the stock, and observed that few 
farmers who did not keep records had any idea of the 
enormons difference in the milk capacity of individual 
cows, and this could be greatly increased by proper 
selection. Hethonght that the bull was more than half 
the battle, and he knew that abroad many dairy farmers 
who had the right sort of bull wonld keep him till 13 or 
14 years old. keeping his weight down by putting him 
to work. With regard to feeding, there was a distinct 
limit to the amount of food that a cow should have, for 
cows were not quite the machines that some people 
imagined them to be—some thonght that the more they 
stuffed them, the better milk and the more of it would 
be oF tained. He mentioned that in cases of milk fever 
complete cures had sometimes been effected by the 
simple expedient of inflating the animal’s udder by 
means of a bicycle pump. 

Mr. Bull, of the Technical Laboratory, Chelmsford, 
here remarked that a suitable apparatus for this process 
could be obtained for about 8s. 6d. It had a cylinder 
containing wool, so that the air went in germ-free. 

Mr. John Eagle inquired what artificial food the lec- 
turer thought was best for milk producing. 

Mr. Gerald Strutt replied that on the Witham dairy 
farm they used a good deal of mixtures. All cows liked 
linseed cake, but it was very expensive—in fact all artifi- 
cial foods were. Questioned as to the items making u 
the total of £19 10s. for the cost of maintaining es 
cow, the lecturer gave the following particulars :—- 
Labour, £3 ; artificial food, £7 ; depreciation 30s. ; man- 


- gold, ete., £5; summer grass (estimated) £3. Inciden- 


tally, he observed that cows always milked better on 
Monday than on any other day of the week, and this 
fact he attributed to their getting more rest on Sunday. 
(Several farmers : “ That’s so.” 

Mr, John Eagle, in moving a vote of thanks to the 


lecturer, said he quite agreed with Mr. Strutt that dairy 
farmers did not take half the trouble they ought to in re. 
gard to breeding. ; 

Mr. F. W. Blomfield seconded, remarking that they 
were all pleased to find that Mr. Gerald Strutt was a 
chip of the old block. (Applause.)—Zast Anglian Daily 
Times. 


Veterinary Surgeons Disagree. 


In a case at Wednesbury Police Court in whieh 
Samuel Green, wagoner, back of 59, Dudley Street, 
Bilston, was summoned for cruelty toa horse.  Police- 
constable Sneath described the poor and aged con- 
= of the horse, which he s opped in Wood Green 

oad. 

Mr. Waddington, veterinary surgeon, of West Brom- 
wich, called by Inspector Argue, R.S.P.C.A., said the 
animal had mange. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Foster, of Bilston, who defen- 
ded, he contended it had only been partly cured of the 
disease. 

Mr. Herbert Pickworth, veterinary surgeon, Wednes- 
bury, and his assistant gave evidence for the defence 
that the animal was qnite cured, ard Mr. Pickworth 
said that he had given Green instructions to work the 
horse. 

The Stipendiary said it was not necessary for him to 
inquire which of the veterinary surgeons was right, be 
canse the fact that Green had been told to work the 
horse by a veterin»ry surgeon was sufficient to exonerate 
him from blame. He dismissed the case.—- Birmingham 
Express. 


Demonstrations on Diseases of Lower Animals 


At the request of the Faculty of Physicians and Sur 
geons, Glasgow, it has been arranged that the corpora- 
tion veterinary surgeon should give a series of demon- 
strations to medical men on diseases of the lower ani 
mals, more especially with reference to those which are 
transferable to man. In connection with this subject 
it is interesting to note that the Incorporated Sanitary 
Association has also approached the town council of 
Glasgow. The Association is at present considering the 
question of instituting an examination for a certificate 
of competency in inspecting meat and other foods. For 
such an examination it is necessary that candidates 
should undergo a course of practical tuition in the 
varions subjects of examination, such as the signs of 
health and disease in animals, dead or alive, intended 
for food, the names and situations of the organs in the 
hodies of animals, the duties of meat inspectors, ett. 
The Association thinks that in the interests of public 
health the time has arrived when such a course 0 

teaching should be established by the corporation, and 
believes that it would be well supported. 


Skeletons of Horses in America. 


Skeletons of some noted horses have been obtained 
to represent the various improved breeds and types 12 . 
interesting exibition which is being arranged at - 
American Museum of Natural History, in New Yor 
The structure of the thoroughbred racehorse 18 1 
exemplitied by the bones of the great Sysonby ; +" 
Wilkes, 2-28, a son of Favourite Wilkes and Alma, A 
Almont Rattler, represents the trotting horse. — 
pure Arab stallion, represents the horse of the — 
and a mammoth Percheron that once pulled a brewe d 


wagon portrays the heavy draught type.—7' he Horst 
shoers’ Journal, 
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Veterinary Surgeons at Law. 
Damages for Libel, £21. 


At the Drogheda Quarter Sessions on Wednesday, 
March 20th, Thos. Henry Sherlock, V.S., against Andrew 
A. Donnelly, V.S. 

This was a remitted action from the Superior Courts. 
The action arose owing to a statement made use of ina 
private letter to the late Mr. Simcocks, V.8., with refer- 
ence to the plaintiff. Both gentlemen are practising as 
veterinary surgeons in Drogheda, and the action was for 
£500 for libel. 

Mr. M‘Gahon, solicitor, Dundalk, appe red for Mr. 
Sherlock. Mr. T. S. M‘Cann, B.L. (instructed by Mr. J. 
H. M‘Cann, solicitor) appeared for the defendant. 

Mr. M‘Gahon said he wished to apply for an adjourn- 
ment, as he was without two of the most importaut wit- 
nesses in the case. He wired to Mr. M‘Cann, solicitor, 
on the previous day asking him for an adjournment on 
personal grounds, as he had to be in Dublin, and he got 
no reply, and had to come from Dublin that morning, 
and found himself without two of the most important 
witnesses- 

Mr. M‘Cann, B.L., said he did not like to disoblige 
Mr. M'Gahon, but he had been brought down from Dub- 
lin specially in this case, and they had got all their wit- 
nesses there, and it would be great inconvenience to 
him to have it adjourned. The difticulty they were in 
was that they could never get any costs against plaintiff. 
This was a remitted action and the motion was appealed 
against, the appeal was dismissed with 10 guineas cost, 
but a penny of it had never been paid. At 2.30 on the 
previous evening Mr. M‘Gahon wired to Mr. M‘Cann, 
solicitor, but defendant was in the office at the time, 
and said the case had been hanging on long enongh and 
should be tried. His friend did not suggest what it 
was that kept these witnesses away. There must be 
something wrong. ‘There should be some order kept in 
the business of the Court. 

Ron Honour decided to proceed with the hearing of 
the case. 

Mr. M‘Gahon, solicitor for Mr. Sherlock, said this was 
an action for £500 for libel contained in a letter written 
by the defendant, Andrew A. Donnelly, V.S., on July 
29th last. Defendant was then practising as a V.S. in 
Lurgan, and since had come to Seniede and was now 
Yatining here. He was a candidate for the post of 

eterinary Inspector in Ardee. The late Mr. Simcocks 
~-who was also a V.S., and was not very friendly to the 
plaintiff—entered into communication with this young 
gentleman in Lurgan with a view to getting him a sit- 
uation as Veterinary Inspector. Correspondence took 
place between them, and on the 29th July the defend- 
ant made use of the following libel towards plaintiff— 

[heard some information about Sherlock to-day from 
one of our own profession, and I can quite understand 
that anyone with sense or decency would form a 
very low opinion of him.’ The letter which contained 
tbat statement, found its way into the hands of Mr. 
Sherlock after the death of Mr. Simcocks. He (Mr. 
Sherlock) lost the position of Veterinary Inspector, and 
‘as injured in his private practice in consequence. 

. Thomas Henry Sherlock, M.R.C.V.S., was then exam- 
ined, and said he found the letter in the hands of the 
‘Wo young grandsons of the late Mr. Simcocks, in a to- 

onist’s shop in town, and there was a number of 
people there. He had 94 years practice in Drogheda 
and knew the late Mr. Simcocks. 

Mr. M‘Gahon—Was he friendly towards you !-- No, on 
the contrary. 

Mr. M‘Cann—We are not trying Mr. Simcocks. 

ithess (continuing) said he was a candidate for the 


Position of veterinary inspector and had received a great 


many promises— 14 or 15—from County Councillors, and 
that “ould have carried him, or at least he would have 
stood a a good chance. He made a canvass in May 
of last year for the Ardee vacancy, and was also a candi- 
date for the position in Drogheda after the death of Mr. 
Simeocks, and got promises of more than half the Coun- 
ty Councillors o! North and South Louth. He had 15 
candid promises for the position, and the two elections 
took plice on the same day—one for the position in Ar 

dee and the other for the vacancy in Drogheda. 

Mr. M‘Gahon—Then did you withdraw from the Ar- 
dee contest ’—No, I allowed my application to go for- 
ward, but I considered I had no chance, as a great many 
people turned against me, and people who had promised 
to support me at the time and who had employed me to 
do their work came to me and said they could not vote 
for me—without giving any reasons for it. I allowed 
my name to go on for the Ardee vacancy, but was not 
even proposed for the position. For the Drogheda posi- 
tion | wss proposed, but I only got two votes—-those 
of the proposer and seconder. 

Mr. M’Gahon —Under what cireumstances did you 
tirst discover the letter / 

Witness—Old Simeocks first flaunted me about it that 
Donnelly had written - 

Mr. M‘Gahon- -Don’t mind that. 

Witness—Well, I went into a certain tobacco shop 
and the two young Simeocks were reading letters to the 
other young chaps, and they were all laughing at them, 
and one said to witness, ‘These are abont you,’ and | 
snapped the letters. 

Mr. M‘Cann—This would be useful against old Sim- 
cocks if he was alive. 

Mr. M‘Gahon- -Do you identify this as the letter! Yes. 

The letter complained of was written by Mr. D nnelly 
to Mr. Simeocks. 


“Lurgan, July 29th. 

Dear Mr. Simcocks, —| received your kind letter this 
morning just as | was going to the train. I was too 
late to wire you that I had no information about the 
meeting being adjourned. | sent in the application per 
registered letter on Monday, and asked the Secretary to 
let me know what time to attend, but he never answer- 
ed my letter. He evidently is no business man, and at 
the least I would have expected him to inform me of 
the time of the council meeting, but | suppose he is one 
of the legacies left by the old Grand Jury after the pass. 
ing of the L. G. Act. Yes, Maxwell is going on, As J 
found that the meeting would not take place when J 
arrived in Dundalk, and would be adjourned until this 
day week—and the appointment may not even be made 
until August 16th——the secretary informed me, as the 
Executive Committee have recommended that a Veteri- 
nary Inspector should be appointed to superintend 
the dipping of sheep, which is being made compulsory 
under the new Act by the Department, they might re- 
advertise for the post, as the duties would be greater 
and the salary increased. I’m glad you found out 
about the meeting being adjourned, and not not the 
trouble of going to Dundalk. In the meantime L intend 
to send another circular to all the members I know 
Maxwell will have a good deal of influence with a xood 
many councillors, * And now,’ said Mr. M‘Gahon, ‘ we 
come to the libellous part of it’:--‘I have heard some 
information about Sherlock to-day from one of our own 
profession, and I can quite understand that anyone with 
sense or decency would form a very low opinion of him. 
I hope to knock him out all right (langhter.) Again 
thanking — your kindness,” ete. I'he letter bore 

's signature. 

Mabon It is alleged that the publication 
which the letter received was from Mr. Sherlock himself, 
I suspect that is the defence. Well, it was true that the 
letter had been shown to a few of his (Mr. Sherlock’s) 
friends, but it had previously been circulated. 
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Witness: I showed it to some of the councillors—- 
viz., Mr. Byrne, Dundalk; Mr. M‘Court, Clanbrassil 
Street, do ; and some of my friends around town. He 
could not swear that he showed it to many more. 

Another attack has been made on you here—viz., 
that you are a man of no means. I believe you are not 
very well off ?—I am quite prepared to admit that. 

Mr. M‘Gahon: He feels rather sore on the point, al- 
though that has no connection with the case. 

Cross-examined by Mr. M‘Cann : In the first place, I 
suppose you were aware that Mr. Sincocks was canvass- 


ing for Mr. Donnelly ?—-He was supposed to be canvass- 


ing for Mr. Gardiner first. 

Thit is not what I asked you. You were aware that 
he was canvassing for Donnelly?—I was. 

-_ there was a good deal of correspondence passed ? 
-Yes, 

And Mr. Donnelly was practising in Lurgan, and it 
would have been difficult for him to carry on a personal 
canvass in the district!) You never had a quarrel with 
Donnelly ?—No ; I never saw the man in my life. 

And you were aware this letter which was written by 
Simcocks was written in reply toanother from Simcocks 
to him ?—I presume it was by the wording. 

And this young Simcocks, whom you saw first with 
the letter, is a bosom friend of yours’—No; but he 
comes down to the yard for practice between the 
terms. 

You say it was in the early summer you asked these 
gentlemen to vote for yon ?—Yes ; in the early summer 
I got promises from them for Ardee. Most of the pro- 
mises for the Drogheda position were made in autumn, 
after Mr. Simcocks’ death. The same gentlemen had the 
same voting power. 

At the time they promised you for Ardee they were 
not very certain as to Maxwell’s candidature !—F believe 
they were not, as Mr. Maxwell never became a candi- 
date to the very last minute. 

And don’t you know that it was on account of Max- 
well becoming a candidate that you lost the votes in 
Ardee?--I don’t think so. At the time I canvassed 
Maxwell was not « candidate at all. ; 

That’s my point—he became a candidate afterwards. 
When was it you first became acquainted with the facts 
of this letter ?—Abont August last. 

That was when you heaid about them in the tobacco 
shop ?—No, long before that. 

Who told you 1—The old man (Simcocks) himself. 

Mr. Gardner, VS., was next called: He was well 
acquainted with the late Mr. Simeock, V.S. 

r. M‘Gahon : Did he ever inform you about the con- 
tents of this letter? 

Mr. M‘Cann objected. This was not evidence regard- 
ing his client. 

Mr. M‘Gahon: It is ve the publication of the letter. 

Mr. M‘Cann: It is only fair to say, your honour, that 
this was written on clearly a privileged occasion. and 
we - not concerned with any publication of it after- 
wards, 

Mr. M‘Gahon : He wrote it recklessly. 

His Honour: Yes, but I cannot take that as evidence 
against him as the publisher. Of course it is a strong 
case if it was shown even to a stranger. 

Mr. M‘Gahon: That is what Iam trying to prove. 
He had subpeenaed a County Councillor, and the two 
young Simcocks, who hadn’t turned up because they 


were afraid. 


THE DEFENCE. 


Mr. M‘Carn said Mr. Donnelly was a professional 
gentlemen, who was carrying on business in Lurgan at 
the time, and had become a candidate for the pust of 
Veterinary Inspector in Ardee, but being unable to carry 
on convassing in the town or neighbourhood of Drog- 


heda Mr. Simcocks offered his services as canvassing 
agent, and his Honour would see that a good deal of 
correspondence took place between him and his client, 
and as Simcocks was acting all throngh-—looking afte 
the business of the election for Donnelly, and the 
correspondence passed between them, dealing with the 
application. He here handed in the correspondence, 
and said: First they had Simeocks’ letter of the 6th 
July offering his services. That letter it was which 
evoked Mr. Donnelly’s reply, and which he would 
now read. 

“ Dear Sir,—I write, as you know the election at 
Dundalk of Veterinary Inspector takes place on next 
Thursday, etc. I have done all [ could, being very well 
aware that Sherlock has or will stop at nothing (artifice 
and untruth) to obtain the position. A few of my friends 
having promised him previous to my speaking to then. 
I am, however, of opinion that with all his low cunning 
and untruths he will be in the minority. (Laughter, 
Again, on the 8th July Mr. Simcocks wrote to Mr. Don- 
nelly—‘“In reply to yours, glad you enclosed testimonials 
Take my advice and send them to all, if you have not 
already done so, except Wm. de Salis Filgate. In _ his. 
case reserve the P.P’s (Rev. M. V. M’Conville’s) testi- 
monial—Filgate being a stout Conservative (Laughter); 
same time I know he will support you, I may add | 
have spoken to nearly all the voters all in your favour; 
the few I did not—friends of mine— will do the needful. 
Regret I «m nota betting man or I would take 100 to | 
that you will succeed.” 

His Honour : He was not very favourable to plaintifi. 

Mr. Donnelly was then examined. Before coming to 
this town he practised in Lurgan, and when the vacancy 
took place in Ardee last April he was practising there, 
and it was at that time he first got a letter from thie late 
Mr. Simcocks asking him to enter as a candidate for 
the vacancy, and he offered to canvass for him, as he 
was practising in Lurgan, and it was not convenient for 
him to come and canvass personally. Mr. Simcocks 
acted as canvassing agent, and gave him great assis- 
tance and he had several letters from him, and wrote 
several to him, on the matter of theelection. The letter 
complained of asa libel was written in answer to al 
uncomplimentary letter about plaintiff which he had 
received. 

Mr. M‘Cann: Had you ever any quarrel with Mr. 
Sherlock ?—No, and I was some time in Drogheda before 
[ever saw the man. He was simply the candidate 
against me. 

Did you ever know anything about any ill-feeling 
existing between Mr. Simcocks and Mr. Sherlock /—No, 
but I presumed that there must have been, from the 
tone of Mr. Simeocks’ letter. 

‘ Yon have no ill-feeling against him /—No ; J am net 
aware of any. : 

Tell me, as regards the Ardee election. | believe 
Maxwell was your formidable opponent !-~ He 4 
the post. 

Who were the candidates in Drogheda ?—Mr. Gard- 
iner, Mr. Sherlock and myself. F 

And was not the contest really between you a? 
Gardiner !—Mr. Sherlock only got 2 votes, Mr. Gardiner 
6, and I got 16. i 

Did you ever directly or indirectly suggest to 4 
Simcocks that he shonld mate use or publish the lette! 
of yours in any way ? I did not ; I never knew -_ Ing 
about the letter being published until I got « letter Nol! 
Mr. Sherlock’s solicitor ; it would be in November ¥ “ 
I received a letter from Mr. M‘Gahon asking me 
name a solicitor to accept a writ for £500 for 1 
I never saw the letter complained of from the time 


posted it. 
Mr. M‘Cann: It was suggested here that Leryn 


the letter you got from the Simcocks and 5 
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people in Dundalk—-is that true?—No; I may have 
shown it to one or two friends, but not County Coun- 
cillors. 

Cross-examined by Mr. M‘Gahon—Is it your case now 
that you stand over that statement ?—I admit I wrote 
the letter. 

Do you stand over that statement !- From what [ 
know [ don’t know anything against his character. 

But you are here, you know, to defend yourself for 
having written it?—I merely stated what | had been 
told by another veterinary surgeon. 

And what induced you to pnt on paper this wild state- 
ment abont Mr. Sherlock, whom you know nothing 
about ?—Well, that is what this other veterinary surgeon 
told me ; from the things [ had written to me by Sim- 
cocks I had to say something in reply. What Simcocks 
said about Sherlock was one thousand times worse than 
what I said in reply (langhter). 

Do you know the meaning of the word ‘decency ’—it 
isa pretty strong word ?—By decency —I meant it in 
the ordinary sense of the word—-for instance, ‘a decent 
chap. 

T took it to include morality--1 have nothing to say 
against Mr. Sherlock’s character. 

And you have notbing to say except what yon heard 
from another veterinary surgeon, ines name you re- 
fused to tell—yet you made this attack. Did you know 
Simcocks personally !—L met him before he died. 

Then he was a perfect stranger to you when you wrote 
this letter ?—I was a stranger inasmuch that I never 
saw the man ; I had no personal knowledge except what 
Thad heard of the man, and I had no reason to believe 
that he would show the letter. 

But you have no reason to believe that he would not 
show it—in other words you wrote it recklessly ‘—If I 
had known it would have been shown I[ would never 
have written it at all. 

Why didn’t you ask to apologise !—I certainly would 
have if I had thought it was a libel, but it was a private 
letter to Mr. Simcocks. 

I want to know do you stand up for the words you 
used in the letter—do you say they are true or false !— 
At the time I wrote the letter I got certain information, 
and based on that information I wrote that letter. 

His Honour: The letter is very strong, and I would 
have thought any gentleman who wrote it would have 


nglad of an opportunity of apologising. If every-| ~~ 


one was to write down the malicious talk which they 
hear about others they would be in for libel. I think 
the defendant should have been glad of the opportunity 
to make any apology for slanderous statements. 

Wetneee : Oh, [ have no ill-feeling against Mr. Sher- 
ock, 

Mr. M‘Gahon : Will you go so far as to say that the 
words had foundation in fact? Are you prepared to 
apologise for them now ? 

Honour: Indeed you should. 

Mr. M'Gahon: Your Hononr, it is well to say we 
Would have settled the case if he had apologised and 
paid the costs, My client only brought the case be- 
rause his character was assailed, and he could not avoid 
ringing it. 

His Honour: I must say, from the le'ters before me, 
‘hat he would not have been worth his salt if he didn’t 
ting the case, 

Mr. M‘Gahon : If he gives us the cost of the action | 
vill only ask an apology. 

Mr. M‘Cann took exception as to the costs, and the 
fase proceeded. 

M‘Cann : That I respectfully submit, was merely 
it Answer to Simcock’s letter, and the two letters in real- 

Y amounted to this—one said we must be on our gu rd 
‘sainst him, and the other said ‘we must.’ Even if this 


and provided there was no malice shown. The case is 
closed and there is no practical evidence that this letter 
Was communicated to anybody except young Simcocks 
and the party of youngsters whom he had been talking 
to. On the other hand there is evidence of the plain- 
tiff himself that he showed it to several people in 
Drogheda. It isa case in which your Honour should 
give no damages. As regards the question asked 
Donnelly by Mr. M‘Gahon, | don’t think he quite un 

derstood the purport of it; he was asked a double 
barrelled statement—-it was a question-—‘ Do you stand 
over your affidavit ?’—a question whieh you conld not 
answer like—* Have you left off beating your mother-in- 
law!’ He (Donnelly) was standing over it in one sense. 
As to his chance of offering an apology the only commn- 
nication which he (Donnelly) ever got was this letter 
from the solicitor about a writ, and there was no men- 
tion in it about an apology. 

Mr. M‘Gahon, replying, said he didn’t seek vindict- 
ive damages at all. They only wanted his Honour’s 
opinion—the record of the court that these words were 
uncalled for, and because of these proceedings, which 
they thought it necessary to bringin other words, 
plaintiff wanted to vindicate his character. Mr M‘Gahon, 
concluding his address, said, ‘1 will ask your Honour if 
he does not apologise to give vindictive damages.’ 

His Honour said he would give a decree for £21 dam- 
ages, and added, ‘It should have, in my opinion, been 
tried inthe Superior Courts.’ —7'he Drogheda Arqus. 


Case of Human Glanders. 

Thomas Turney, aged 57, Cab driver, was admitted 
into Sonthwark Infirmary on 28th March and died in 
the Infirmary on April Ist. 

Glanders was confirmed bacteriologically and by culti- 
vations. He had been in last employ one year 


Personal. 


Lockwoop — Parry.— On the 10th inst. at the 
Parish Church, West Ham, by the Rev. Canon  Pelly, 
Vicar and Rural Dean, George Lockwood, of  Peter- 
borongh, to Winifred Parry, of Forest Gate and Poulton 
le-Fylde. At Home May 15th and 16th. 


ARMY VETERINARY SERVICE. 


Extraet from London Gazette, eel 
War Orrice, Wurrenat., April 16. 


Captain Hugh A. Sullivan to be Major. Dated 13th 
April, 1907. 


Major C. Rose on arrival from India has been posted 
to Norwich for'duty. 

Major H. A. Sullivan on arrival from India has been 
posted to Woolwich for duty. 

Captain A. J. Williams has been appointed to the 
Egyptian Army and will be seconded from date of em- 
barkation. 
Lieut. L. L. Dixson has been transferred from Dublin 
to the Curragh. 

Major F. Stratton 
Aldershot to London, relieving | 
who returns to retired pay. 


been transferred from 
jeut.-Col. R. Rowe 


A ewe belonging to Mr. Win. Boyd, Glenstocking’ 
Colvend, Dalbeattie, bas just given birth to five lam Is. 
The same ewe had three lambs in 1905 and four in 1906 
—a total of twelve in three years. Another ewe at 


Was not all, snbmit that’this gentleman had a perfect 
nt to make this communication to Simcocks privately, 


Glenstocking has given birth this year to four lambs, 
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OBITUARY. 


April 20, 190§ 


whereby his object may be gained. Permit me to rem 


Grorce Brcx, M.R.C.V.S., Pontefract, Yorks: | Bim that abuse is no argument,” and the ungentlem 


Graduated, Lond: July, 1883. 


__ Mr. Beck died on April 10, at Acre House, Castleford, | bility of this project we cannot but deplore the attitud 
after a short illness. His age was 45 years. Interred |onein the minority attempting by feeble abuse to re 


at Castleford Cemetery, Saturday, April 13. 


J. M. Morris, M.R.C.V.S. Edin: Deec., 1899. 


Mr. Morris died on the 15th February last at Balmoral 
Farm, Bringolong, Gippsland, Victoria, Australia. Since 
October, 1990, he has acted as Dairy Inspector, Milk 


Adelaide, 8. Australia. 

Mr. R. Morris, of Wick, C-ithness, his father, has 
received from the Town Clerk of Adelaide a letter of 
sympathy and of high appreciation of his son in his 
official capacity. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


SURGICAL METHODS OF EVERY-DAY PRACTICE. 
Sir, 

When one comes to compare experience (sometimes life- 
long) with up-to-date theory it is wonderful how facts that 
can be well established and vouched for seem to contradict 
the present classical rules of surgery 

Like Major Newsom I once had experience of castration 
ten years ago with a gentleman for whom I cherished the 
greatest respect. The operation was performed with the 
hot iron and black oils, consisting of linseed oil, sulphuric 
acid and turpentine was used afterwards. We threw all 
our colts with the hobbles, and when I say that I assisted 
at about 60 castrations and every colt was thrown with the 
hobbles it will at once dispose of the statement advanced 
by many practitioners that you cannot put the hobbles 
on colts. 

The practitioner I refer to, during an experience of 25 
years had castrated over 1000 colts and had only had one 
death among his patients. This record, even with all 
modern methods, could not well be improved. 

I think that more stress, or quite as much stress, should 
be put on commonsense reasons as on antiseptics in 
many of these cases. Take clams, for instance, they 
always seem to mea relicof barbarism. They are unneces- 
sary, except perhaps in the case of full grown rams, they 
cause unnecessary pain, notwithstanding all statements to 
the contrary, and they necessitate two visits to the patient. 

Personally, I think if one uses the hot iron it is wise to 
vaseline or oil the penis, not on account of any aseptic or 
antiseptic virtue in the act, but simply to ease the penis if 
it swells, as it often does after nsing the hot iron. Any 
man who washes the penis and scrubs it is only doing 'some- 
thing quite unnecessary, for within 12 hours after he has 
done it, it will be swarming with micro-organisms. 

Of course every common sense and up-to-date man now 
uses either the ecraseur or the emasculator, not because he 
produces better results by this method than the old practi- 
tioner used to do, but simply because he saves time and 
money, and gets justas much for the operation. 

Surgical cleanliness, the use of antiseptics intelligently 
(and there is room for the display of much _ intelligence) 
and the discarding of rule of thumb methods in this matter 
seem to be all that is necessary to produce good results in 
surgery in our patients.— Yours truly, 

G. Maya. 


ANNUAL REGISTRATION FEE. 
Sir, 
I think the majority of veterinary surgeons will indig- 
nantly resent the scornful reproaches of your correspon- 
dent ‘‘ Diogenes.’’ Because the majority of the profession 
are opposed to the “ annual registration fee ’’ I consider the 
letter 8 vehement and unjustifiable contribution. So 
strangely devoid of any new suggestions in our present 


references to the average veterinary surgeon are as imp 
nent as they are untruthful. Much as we deny the ad 


our interest in this subject, while he—evidently in aq 
fortable berth—forgets the struggling progress of 
average practitioner, in face of so much quackery ané 
vertisement, and deigns to view the situation with an 
of impotent rage, and accuses us of belng ‘‘ selfish.’’ | 
adding insult to injury, and no good can come of it. | Th 
Major Butler has vacated his seat on the Examinagithe m 
Board of the R.C.V.S. Is ‘‘ Diagenes’’ quite sure #imeeti 
his proposals have no connection with his regrettable 
parture? Scarce as trustworthy and competent assists 
may be, the remuneration provided is not so satisfactorgm@"e ¥ 
to permit of any ‘‘tax’’ being imposed on their diph 
after it is acquired.—Yours faithfully, 


** Boss.’ 


“PASS ROUND THE HAT.”’ 

ir, 

Your correspondent of last week, ‘‘ Diogenes,’’ writes 
a strain almost worthy of his namesake. What he lack doin; 
philosophy he makes up in bitterness. I am afraid therm for a 
too much truth in his charge of selfishness—for in a qa cern! 
tion of this sort indifference and selfishness are interchan side 
able terms. d 
I can hardly think that such men as Mr. 8. Locke, vam O°" 
spoke plainly in his letter to the Southern Counties Soci VIEW 
and Mr. R. Trigger, who has advocated some such step fm subj: 
years past—both of them Members of Council of s Com 
years standing, both of them Provincial practitioners— 


be mistaken in their view of the necessity of some step = 
this direction. Some speakers at the meetings of Societ nowt 
have approached the question in a way that is distinc Wa! 
objectionable : I mean the suggestion, in vulgar English. {i beco 
‘pass round the hat.’’ Here are the words of a speaker men 
one of the meetings : —‘‘ I feel sure that there is not one Si 


this room who would not gladly subscribe a guinea ort b 
to help the funds if it were absolutely necessary.”’ pa 
this is an entirely different proposal. Major Butler's wor tion 
are “on a sound financial basis, i.e. having a sufficient cert gard 
income." This gentleman’s words are‘. . « swine tion 
two to help the funds if it were absolutely necessary.” 
One aims directly at the establishment of a str 
financial position, which will enable us to fight when net sym 
sary—or desirable (High Court and Parliamentary fees! gest 
not to be reckoned in sixpences) : to foster and encoun#™m sche 
professional study: and to pay adequately for services t@ vete 
dered—in short, to take our proper position amongst sim# 
corporations. The other suggests waiting till we are ve! a 
ing on bankruptcy, and then sending round the hat {0 an 


guinea or two to enable us to crawl on a little longer. lous 

I only hope that those who set out on this adventure ™ mec 

be satisfied with nothing less than the ‘‘ sound finan in t 

basis’’ originally outlined.—Yours, etc., ! 
Crusty.” 

upo 


CoMMUNICATIONS AND PAPERS RECEIVED—Messrs. L. W. i) 
Lloyd, G.H. Locke, J.A.Thompson, G. Thatebe! sur 


Willows & Co., Arnold & Sons. par 
Board of Agriculture Leaflets: No. 176, Poultry fattet an 
ing. 180, Dodder. 181, Cleansing of water courses. * opi 
Crimson clover. 189, Insurance of farming stock 
fire. 190, Dogs Act, 1906. April 13 wh 
Messrs. J. H. Carr, W.E. Blackwell. G.M. , tak 
Annual Report of the Sanitary and Markets 1D: peer Th 
the City of Edinburgh, 1906. Drogheda Argus. _ a obj 
m 
Royat Counties VETERINARY MepicaL 


AN Ordinary Meeting will be held on Friday, ~* doi 
26th, at the Great Western Hotel, Reading, at?) "es 

Agenda: Routine business: Specimens and ca 

interest: Discussion on Mr. W. Hunting’s pare” 


financial difficulty, the author cynically proposes a ‘‘ bait ”’ 


Sprains. Percy J. Simpson, Hon. See. & 
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